April 2017
Greetings from your pastor and partner in ministry!|

This month we again celebrate our resurrected Lord on Easter morning, boldly proclaiming, “He
is risen! He is risen indeed!” Year after year we offer our proclamation to a world that is
desperate to hear this good news. Pick up the newspaper or turn on the television and the level
of anxiety appears to be growing every day. We can’t help but wonder if God has left us to our
sin and madness. In Christ, we remind ourselves and the world that God loves us so very much
and would never leave us. What Jesus endures and overcomes on the cross for our behalf is no
small feat! We are loved so much that a man, God’s beloved Son, chose to die for us and our
sins. We are loved so much that a man came back to us after dying to reveal God’s glory. We
are loved so much that a man continues to walk among us, guiding and protecting us. God’s
deep love for us is no more evident than in the Easter narrative.

And Christ is alive and well in the church. WE are the body of Christ...our ministry is the work of
Christ! We have a couple exciting new additions to our ministry this month: starting a new
financial giving opportunity and raising funds for a youth mission trip in June. I've placed small
blurbs about these additions elsewhere in this newsletter but | want to further promote them
here. Last year our financial giving was struggling, particularly during the summer months. With
God’s blessing, we could finish out the year strong with sizable giving in December. But we can’t
rely on generous end-of-year giving to keep us afloat through the other 11 months. We need to
be more disciplined with our giving and to help this goal, we’ve decided to implement an
electronic giving option. Let the computers do the work of automatically transferring funds to
our church’s bank account on a regular basis. You can get back to enjoying the various
ministries instead of worrying about how they’re funded!

Recall that Christ mandated we get out and serve our neighbors in mission and outreach. We
are to go into communities and share the gospel and God’s unending love. Our youth are
hoping to share God’s love to the Native American community at the Pine Ridge reservation of
South Dakota in June. They need our help funding the trip though so please consider giving a
special donation on Easter morning.

Two exciting additions to our ministry this month that you might want to take advantage of.
There are a couple more (Saturday evening services and Vacation Bible School) that are still
being planned but should be formed by next month so stay tuned. In the meantime, rejoice in
our resurrected Lord as a testimony to how much God loves us!

Easter blessings,

Pastor Koos



Pastor’s Report
March 2017

Ugh...winter just keeps holding on! Spring is just around the corner and yet the cold temps keep
lingering. Hopefully this is the last push before warmer temps settle in.

It was a particularly busy month of ministry despite the fluctuating weather. | could make 6
visits, lead all 4 worship services, 2 chapel services, 1 Ash Wednesday service, 1 Lenten service,
and the Episcopal service, attend 1 committee meeting, teach 4 Bible studies, 3 confirmation
classes, and 2 Sunday school classes, and participate in 3 text studies. | think the Nolte family
appreciated the intimate graveside service for Ada. The confirmation kids and | had a blast at
the “Unshakeable Tour” in Omaha. The World Day of Prayer service had strong participation.
The rural ministry conference | attended in Dubuque, IA was helpful in teaching how to
navigate congregational crisis and conflict. While | certainly don’t hope for any conflict and/or
crisis, it’s good to be prepared. Finally, we kicked off another 1% communion class with 9
students, the largest class so far. | look forward to welcoming 9 more faithful youth to the

Lord’s table on Maundy Thursday!

Many blessings,
Pastor Koos



Trinity Lutheran Church Minutes
January 25, 2017

I. Call to order
Chairperson Duane Wollenburg called to order the regular meeting of the Trinity Lutheran Church Council
on January 25, 2017. Pastor Koos led the group in devotions. Members in attendance were Pastor Koos,
Duane Wollenburg, Lois Wattjes, Joel Kaelin, Jesse Gronemeyer, Brian Scherling, Yvonne Rahe, Byron
Beerenstrauch, Cody Wollenburg, and Amy Stokebrand

Reports
a)

b)

Secretary’s Report: A copy of the previous minutes was read. There was a correction made that
due to a vacated position, the council added a one year position to council. It was moved by
Brian and seconded by Jesse that the minutes be approved with the correction. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: A copy of the monthly treasurer’s report indicated a balance of $21,763.13
as of December 31, 2016. Joel made a motion to accept the report and it was seconded by
Yvonne. Motion carried. Lois made a motion to officially call the paid treasurer position,
which is held by Jenn Uher, the Finance Secretary. Cody seconded and the motion was carried.

Investments Report: The investment balance is $37,263 as of December 31, 2016.
Pastor’s Report: See included report.

Memorial Report: The memorial balance is reported to be $17,454.31 as of December 31,
2016.

Suggestion Box: None submitted

Committee Reports:
Social Committee (Jesse) reported the Lincoln Stars hockey game will be January 28™.
Worship Committee (Yvonne) had no report.

Parish Education (Joel) reported completion of the Children’s Christmas Program which
was rescheduled to December 21 due to inclement weather.

4. Property Committee (Brian) reported that there are 2 items not finished yet. The garage
will be sided in the spring. We will need to find a new company to do the job of the sign
in front of the church. Windows for the parsonage was brought up that we may need to
look into that for the future. Brian may need help with the snow removal.

5. Youth Group Committee (Cody) had no report.

A new committee will be the Evangelism committee and Lois has volunteered to head
that up.

I1I. Old Business

a) A discussion was held about the online giving option thru Thrivent. Thrivent offers a
program where people can have a set amount automatically deducted monthly for their
offering. The council thought this would be a good program to look into and Pastor will
find out more details and bring to the next meeting.

b) Siding the Garage. Brian will look into this project in the spring and what needs to be
done to get this completed.

c) Jesse made a motion to move $6,250 from the Anniversary Fund to the Disaster Relief
Fund. Lois seconded and the motion was carried.

III. New Business
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(k)

The Council decided on Communion Assistants for the year.

Yvonne made a motion to approve Damrow’s membership transfer out. Brian seconded
and the motion was carried.

Byron made a motion to approve the budgeted pay rate for Pastor and the Custodians.
Joel seconded and the motion carried.

A discussion was held to work on a job description for the church secretary and the
custodians so those positions would know what is expected of them.

Joel made a motion to approve the monthly benevolence transfer at $917 each month.
Jesse seconded and the motion carried.

Barb Nelson will be resigning as Church Secretary so the council will be accepting
resumes for the new position by Feb. 12", Anyone interested should contact Pastor or

Duane.

We received a total of $235 from the confirmation class out of $440 for the registration
fees for the Middle School Gathering they attended in Grand Island.

A discussion was held about water softener salt reimbursement for the parsonage.
Yvonne made a motion and Jesse seconded to continue to pay for the salt usage. Motion

carried.

The 500" Anniversary of Reformation will be at the end of October. It was discussed it
would be nice to do a special celebration. Pastor will look into what may be done.

Pastor reported that there will be more revisions with the constitution that are
mandatory so he will be working on that.

Pastor requested to attend the Rural Ministries Conference March 5-7" in lowa. This
conference would go towards continuing education hours. Yvonne made a motion to
approve and Cody seconded. Motion carried.

Adjournment: There was a motion by Brian and a second by Byron to adjourn the meeting.
The motion carried. In conclusion of the meeting, Pastor Koos led the group in praying the

Lord’s Prayer.
Church Council Secretary, Amy Stokebrand



Bible Study Questions
Wednesdays, 8:30 a.m.
April 2017

04/05/17 Matthew 27:11-54
- What does the cross mean to you? How would you describe the Cross of Christ to a nonChristian?

. Read Matthew 27:11-14. Why do you think Jesus had no reply for His accusers?

. What question does Jesus answer?

. Why is Pilate reluctant to authorize the crucifixion?

. Who accepts responsibility for Jesus’ death?

- Barabbas was a notorious murderer. The crowd insisted that Barabbas be released and Jesus
crucified. Why do you think this was so? Hint: Matthew 27:20

7. We read about the soldiers mocking Jesus in verses 27-31. Do we sometimes “mock” Jesus by the way

we live or act during the week?

8. Enumerate the things the soldiers do to Jesus. What signs show that God is at work in the crucifixion?

9. Take a few moments to think about the crucifixion. Does it inspire more discipline in spiritual growth?

10. What have you thought about doing recently to grow spiritually but haven’t done yet?

DU sWN

04/12/17 Matthew 28:1-10 (Easter)
1. Why did Mary Magdalene & the other Mary “(go) to see the tomb” early in the morning? What were

they expecting to see?

2. Why do you think only the women came early to the tomb? What emotions do you think they were
feeling as they walked? How would you have felt if you were with them?

3. The Scriptures are clear that the women were at the tomb early, and the men were not. Should the
men have been there? Why or why not? Would you have been at the tomb early? Why or why
not?

4. What is the significance of the earthquake? Try for a moment to envision how the angel looked (“like

lightning,” “clothing white as snow”). Why do you think these details were significant to

Matthew?
5. Why do you think the angel told the women not to be afraid (who are not described in the text as

being afraid) but did not speak to the guards (who are described as being extremely afraid)?
What reason does the angel give the women for not being afraid (“Do not be afraid for .. .)?

6. What evidence does the angel give to the women to prove his claim that Jesus has risen? Why is this
evidence important?

7. The angel said that Jesus had risen “just as He said.” According to Matthew’s gospel, what had Jesus
said to the disciples concerning His death (see 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19; and cf. 12:40)? Do you
think the disciples should have expected the crucifixion and empty tomb? Would you have
expected these events or would you be sharing the same confused emotions as the women at
the tomb?

8. What major event is assumed but not described in these verses? Why do you think there was not an
eyewitness to the actual, physical, bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ?

9. Since there was not an actual eyewitness to the resurrection, what evidence do you find in this
passage that proves it to be true? Can you think of other passages of Scripture that stand as
proof for the resurrection of Jesus Christ? What are they?

10. There are some people who have argued that the resurrection was nothing more than a lie
manufactured by the disciples in order to hide the fact that Jesus did not actually rise from the
dead so that they would be able to establish themselves as the leaders in this new movement.

What would you say to someone who held this view?



04/19/17 John 20:19-31
1. What emotions were the disciples feeling before they saw Jesus? How

did those change after they saw Jesus?
2. According to verse 19, why did the disciples still have the doors locked? How do you explain this in

light of verses 8 & 9?
3. What makes Thomas’ disbelieve of Jesus’ resurrection so shocking? (Hint:

What is significant about John introducing us to Thomas in John
11:16? What happens in chapter 117?)

4. We often refer to Thomas as Doubting Thomas. However, one of the first things Jesus did when He
appeared to His disciples was to show them "his hands and side.” Why do you think Jesus did
this?

5. Mary was overcome with grief, the disciples with fear, and Thomas with
doubt. What’s one thing they all had in common before seeing Jesus?

6. What is their common response to seeing Jesus risen?

7. What does the resurrection of Jesus prove about what Jesus said about
himself throughout the entire book of John?

8. Think back before you accepted Jesus as your savior. How would you have reacted had someone told
you he saw someone raised from the dead?

9. In vv 19-23 what specific gifts and promises does Jesus give His disciples? Have we received the same
gifts and promises? What do you think we are to do with them?

10. Why did John write the Book of John? (Hint: read verse 30-31)

04/26/17 Luke 24:13-35
1. What kind of things do you think these two disciples were talking about?
Why of all the disciples to visit on this first day of His resurrection, would he come alongside these

2.
two discouraged believers, and for it to be recorded for us?

3. Why would Jesus appear in a different form to these disciples? Why would He travel incognito?

4. Have you ever sensed an angel or the Lord Himself close to you

5. If Jesus were to walk alongside you today, what “heavy burdens” would you like Him to carry?

6. What value do you see in Jesus doing a bible study with them instead of just telling them who He
was?

7. What stories from Israel’s history do you think Jesus would have talked about?

8. On the road of life that you are on today, is the cause of Christ burning in your heart, or would you

say that you need Jesus to come alongside and breathe His words upon the embers of your

heart?
9. Why would Jesus act as if He was going further?
10. Why would Jesus disappear upon their recognition of Him?



- - Treasurer's Report February 28, 2017 - -

Bank Balance as of 1/31/17 1T - - C $22,086.04

F R R R o

Offerings - I | -

Other B - 8045 - -

Toncoms — D T

B - - . Expenses  Outstanding -

|Pastor's Salary " B $3,420.74 o

Treasurer's Salary ) $199.75

Secretéry Salary _ _ | $422.28 ) : .

Organist - ' $225.00 -

Custodial Salary R 1 $510.62 : .

Pension Fund - - . | © §1,354.68 i

Mieage - - $293.72 i i

Health Insurance (HSA) ' §210.00 - -

Water Supplies (Culligan) $24.00 ) B

Bulletins _ | $89.70 )

Baptismal Supplies $63.50 -

Postage & Freight $57.31

Office Supplies 7 ) | $8.49 )

Office Equipment 7 7 | - $150.99

Village Utilities Church R $205.45

Village Utilties Parsonage ' ' ' $215.10 ]

Natural Gas Church ' ] $896.22 7 .

Natural Gas Parsonage $155.15 N o -

| Special Benevolence ] $6,000.00 ' $6,000.00 B )

Technology 7 $69.99 7

Telephone Church _ ' $159.70

Sunday School ' $538.96 $538.96 !

| Confirmation ) ' 7' $462.83‘

Continuing Education ' B $120.00 -

Transfer to Benev. Savings B _ $917.00 | L

Total Expenses _ ) - _%“_ $16,771.18

Previous Months Checks that Cleared ] $8,409.19

Available Cash as of 2128117 ] [ $2,649.62

Outstanding Checks i I . %653%

Reconciled to Balance on Bank Statement 2/28/17 ' $9,188.58
) Deposits Disbursements Account Balance

Other Accounts: — ) , ' - B ' - B

E?enevolence (Savings Account) 1 $1,127.00‘ _ $0.00' : B $3,052_.44

Capital Improvement Fund (Savings Account) | 7 $0.00 - WO.OO _ $22,137.15




COMMUNION

SET UP
DATE SCRIPTURE ACOLYTE GREETERS e
READER
ASSISTANT
ot ~nd ) . Morgan Don & Shirlie Wollenburg /
sepil;2 A s Stokebrand Vic & Bonnie Schuerman
April 9% . . Don & Shirlie Wollenburg /
Pallﬂ] Siifidiy Bev Plihal Elsie Woerner Vic & Bonnie Schuermai
April 13 . . . Don & Shirlie Wollenburg / Wendi Barnts
Maundy Thursday MikeHoltmezer Yaleoplans Vic & Bonnie Schuermai Amy Stokebrand
April 14 Don & Shirlie Wollenburg /
GOEd Hiiay Arlyn Parde Tyson Baker Vic & Bonnie Schuermai
April 16 . : Don & Shirlie Wollenburg / Amy Stokebrand
Bt Lots Yargjes Turgen. Bakes Vic & Bonnie Schuerman Deb Schwan
— ; . Don & Shirlie Wollenburg /
rd
April 23 Karen Wollenburg Karli Scherling Vic & Bonnie Schuerman
: ; y Don & Shirlie Wollenburg / Deb Schwan
AApedl S0 L Higks Kanin Baker Vic & Bonnie Schuerman Jamie Beerenstrauch

HEAD USHER: Rick Mangus

USHERS: Sam Kirchoft, Madison Kirchoff, Jesse Gronemeyer, Shane Parker, Logunn Baker
OUTREACH VISITATION: Hope Circle
Current Service Group: Service Group #4 (Liz Poessnecker and Marvin and Linda Schuerman)

taster

a time of hope;

n seasow of renewal,

a veasown to VPJOLC@!




' ‘ , ‘ Worship Committee meeting will be held on
& ] 0] | Wednesday, March 29 at 8:00 pm.
Py ’

ELECTRONIC GIVING - We're pleased to introduce our

new electronic giving option through the company, Vanco

OFFICE HOURS FOR PASTOR KOOS

Tuesday - Friday
1pm to 5pm & 8pm to 12am Payment Solutions, formerly known as Simply Giving of

Saturday - 1pm to Spm Thrivent!! Tired of playing catch-up with your offerings? Is
it a hassle remembering to bring your envelopes? Having a

Sean Koos, Pastor hard time with regular worship attendance? Consider using
Church Office # 683-3225

Parsonage # 683-2425
Cell Phone #402-806-6878

Email: pastorkoos@gmail.com

electronic giving and setting up regular withdrawals from
either your credit card or checking account. It's very secure
and easy to enroll. Simply use the "offering" button on the

church's homepage (tledewitt209@gmail.com) or speak with

OFFICE HOURS FOR SECRETARY Pastor Koos or Jenn Uher about it. You have the option of

Jenn Uher, Secretary

giving once, weekly, biweekly, monthly, or semi-monthly. If
Monday - 5pm to 6:30 pin you don't like it at any time, you can withdraw without any
Wednesday - 5pm to 6:30 pm fees...or hurt feelings! ~ Pastor Koos

Church email: tledewitt209@gmail.com
Please check the coat room as there are several coats

and a hat left in there that might belong to you.

2/26/17 100

3/1/17 44

Church Council will meet on 3/5/17 76
Wednesday, April 19th at 8pm

3/12/17 92

3/19/17 109

b ‘ Y g; i ~ e - PR, 7
I RBACE P ISIATION MABCSH QEEERING

All members of the Congregation will be

asked to remember the home bound and those in DATE GENERAL BENEY.  FRUEERIY

need of visiation during your month assigned. 2/26/17 1711.25 25.00
Service List Leaders and Circle Chairperson are
responsible for contacting facilities to set up Sl okl
visitation dates and/or times for playing bingo or 3/5/17 1481.00 25 00
other planned activities.

3/1217 1070.00 35.00

April--Hope Circle 3/19/17 1385.00 25.00
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Adult choir resumed practicing on Sunday

mornings at 8:45 am. We invite anyone who
would like to join us in praising God in song

to come.

Sunday School Parents:

Just a reminder that the kids are participating in
the worship services. Children's sermons are held
every Sunday except for communion Sunday. On
the 2nd Sunday of the month, they ring bells and
on the 4th Sunday of the month they sing a song
or two that they have been working on in
opening.. Please let your kids participate in these

activities.

April 9th the kids will ring bells during church
April 23rd the kids will sing during church

VBS 2017 is tentatively being planned for
June 19-23 at Trinity Lutheran Church.
Contact Jana Muehling for more information.

LENTEN SERVICES

Lenten services will be held during the Lenten
season on Wednesday evenings at Trinity
Lutheran Church. There will be a light supper
at 5:30 pm followed by a Lenten devotional at
6 pm. There will also be a Thursday morning
Lenten devotional at 10 am followed by a
coffee social held at the United Methodist
Church.

Suppers at Trinity Lutheran will be done by a
worship committee member and a
confirmation student. The following schedule
has been set:

March 29th--Arlyce Albert and Mallory Chavez
April 5th--Pastor Koos and Jack Hopkins

Our Tried and True Treasure for February through
April is Elaine Erdmann. Please feel free to write on
her poster located by the church bulletin board.

Communion Classes are currently being held on Sunday
afternoons at 4 pm. First Communion will be held on
Maundy Thursday at 7 pm.

Youth Group Mission Trip - Delva & Kelly Smith, our
youth leaders, are planning a mission trip for our youth
between June 25-30. They will be submersing the youth in the
Native American culture at the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
in South Dakota. As you can imagine, the cost/youth is
reasonable for a week long trip and 9 of our youth are
interested in attending. The youth want to host this year's
Easter morning breakfast between services (8:45-9:45 a.m.)
and this would be a great opportunity for our congregation to
donate to the trip. Please consider offering a special gift in

support. ~ Pastor Koos

Lutheran Men in Mission - April 2017

This month starts another series in our Men’s Bible Study. We
will be starting a study titled Maturing in Christ: Called to
Discipleship. It was chose in part to go along with our
celebration of the Reformation 500 years ago. We will continue
to meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday’s of each month from
6:30-7:00 AM. We are always looking for more to join our
diverse group of any age or Bible knowledge. Here are this

month’s topics:

April 5 — Topic 1 “Under New Management” Acts 9:1-19
(Paul’s change in direction) & Romans 8:1-17 (Controlled by
the Spirit)

April 19 — Topic 2 “Eternal Values” Luke 16:19-31 (The rich
man and Lazarus) & Luke 14:25-35 (Counting the cost)

As always coffee and snacks are provided. We still have 6
books donated to us by Christ Lutheran in Pickrell available for

use.



Hope Circle met on March 13, 2017, with 6 members

present. Beryl was hostess.

Analee opened the meeting. She reported that the
offering at the World Day of Prayer service held at our
church was $132.00 and 34 people attended.

The annual Spring Gathering will be held at Christ
Lutheran at Pickrell on March 18th.

We are hoping to assemble 50 personal care kits for
Lutheran World Relief by our congregation's
participation in the Baskets of Promise again this year.

Analee mentioned that there will be a greeting card sale
coming up soon and cards will be sold for 3 or 4 for
$1.00. Watch for this.

There is a sign-up sheet now for Easter lilies. We need a
minimum order for 12 lilies in order to get them from
Earl May. The cost is $14.99. Pam Garrison is

collecting the money for this.

Paula Pieper resigned from the position of WELCA's
Mission Community, and Analee offered to take the

position for the rest of this year.

Sharon led the Bible Study entitled "Heirs of the
Promise," based on passages from Galatians, Romans

and Genesis.
We closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Our next meeting will be held on April 10th. Shirley will

lead the lesson and Sharon will be hostess.

Jean Placek
Sec./Treas.

Shalom Circle met on March 20 with 8 members present

Circle members sorted items for Baskets Of Promise and
also assembled the Kitty bags

MISSION ACTION stated that the door decorations were in
place at the Wilber Care Center for our Easter Project.
MISSION COMMUNITY reported that World Day Of

Prayer went well.

Spring Gathering was discussed. 115 in attendance and
$2000.00 was collected for the offering with a lot of tangible
items. 2017 Summer Camp Food Security Projects needs

were passed out to the members
Easter Lilies may still be purchased.

Elaine Erdmann has moved into the Wilber Care Center
Room 106.

Prayer Concerns were given.

Liz gave the lesson on The Personal Care Kits which fit into
our projects very well and also HYMN STUDY "We Praise
Thee O God, Our Redeemer" by Julia Cody Cory and "God
Will Take Care Of You" by Civilla Martin.

Our next meeting will be April 17 with Jan Dunn leading our
Bible Study and Pat serving as our hostess. We will be
assembling the Baskets Of Promise Kits at this meeting.

Meeting was adjourned with the Lord's Prayer
Secretary/Treas.

Shirlie Wollenburg
WELCA HIGHLIGHTS

##% Qreeting cards are on sale. Check them out!

*** Signup sheet for Easter Lilies is in the lobby.
*#* Please support our Baskets of Promise Lent project.

#4% We will meet April 9 - NOT April 2.



Keep In Your Prayers

SERVICEMEN

SSG - Brock Johnson
4305 N. 60th
Lincoln, NE 68507

Darin Bartlett
PSC2 Box 10723
APO, AE 09012

Bartlett Riley@yahoo.com
(Mary Garrison’s Son)

Matt and Meighen Friesen
2767 Daniel Avenue
San Diego, CA 92111

ADDITIONAL PRAYER

REQUESTS

Please continue to keep these

members in your prayers:

Arlyn Parde & Alice Wollenburg

Richard Wollenburg
Heritage Crossings
501 N 13t St.

Geneva, NE 68361

Anna Wollenburg
Wilber Care Center
611 N. Main
Wilber, NE 68465

Elaine Erdmann
Wilber Care Center
611 N. Main
Wilber, NE 68465

George Scherling
Wilber Care Center
611 N Main

Wilber, NE 68465

Eileen Damkroger
RR2 Box 43
DeWitt, NE 68341

Herb Rehm

Wilber Care Center
611 N Main

Wilber, NE 68465

Roger Rahe
Wilber Care Center
611 N. Main
Wilber, NE 68465



