September 2017
Greetings from your pastor and partner in ministry!!

This is one the most exciting months of the year as we kick off another program year. Our kids
are returning to the classrooms, our choirs are bringing their rich music back to the services,
and we hope to welcome any new members through an orientation class. In the past, we’ve
celebrated the Sunday school kickoff with a potluck meal following the service but we want to
enhance this year’s meal by taking it out to the front lawn of the church and offer a variety of
games as well. Free barbecued meat will be provided and members are encouraged to bring
side dishes/desserts. Don’t forget that all Sunday school teachers are encouraged to stay for
the service to get formally installed. Also, all first graders will be given bibles during the service.
It’ll be a busy kickoff for sure!

Over the summer, surveys were sent out to all of you. The council and | have reviewed them
and we want to discuss the results with the congregation following the service on the 17",
Thank you to all those who completed the survey and returned it to the church in a timely
fashion. Your honest and considered responses will help guide our ministry in the months
ahead. With God’s blessing, our shared ministry will be strengthened and revitalized.

| have the opportunity to attend one final first call theological conference during the last week
of the month. The conferences have been invaluable for maintaining relationships with fellow
pastors making their way through their first calls. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to
reconnect and replenish with colleagues.

| pray it will be another enriching year of serving, learning, and worshipping!
Many blessings,

Pastor Koos



Pastor’s Report
August 2017

Where have the last 4 weeks gone?! And | thought the summer of 2015 went by in a blur
following the May flooding! What a blessing to be steeped in such rich ministry this summer.
Each month has given us so much to be thankful for that it’s just fun to recollect it all. The last 4
weeks have been particularly generous to us. | was able to make 5 visits, lead 5 worship services
including both chapel services at the care centers, guide 2 Bible studies, participate in 2 text
studies and 1 committee meeting, and attend 1 men’s Bible study. Sadly, we mourned the
passing of two longtime members: Chris Badman and Roger Rahe. Both funerals had strong
outpourings of support from the larger community. We gathered at our semi-annual meeting to
reflect on the first six months of shared ministry. We had sent out surveys to help gauge
congregational satisfaction prior to the meeting. We were unable to sort the survey results
before the meeting because we wanted to allow more time for members to respond. We
should sort the results in the weeks ahead and hopefully gain a better understanding of how to
lead the congregation. It was great fun bringing 2 of our confirmation kids to summer camp this
year. They were a delight despite being brothers prone to getting on each other’s nerves!
Finally, I want to thank you once again for allowing my family and me to vacation with my wife’s
family in NE Wisconsin. Her parents celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary and all 5
daughters made it home with their respective families. It is a rare thing getting all the family
together like that and we felt very privileged. Thank you!

Many blessings,
Pastor Koos



Trinity Lutheran Church Minutes
July 19, 2017

I. Call to order
Chairperson Duane Wollenburg called to order the regular meeting of the Trinity Lutheran Church Council
on July 19, 2017. Pastor Koos led the group in devotions. Members in attendance were Pastor Koos,
Duane Wollenburg, Lois Wattjes, Brian Scherling, Yvonne Rahe, Cody Wollenburg, Byron Beerenstrauch,

Joel Kaelin and Amy Stokebrand

Reports
a) Secretary’s Report: A copy of the previous minutes was reviewed. Lois made a motion and it
was seconded by Cody that the minutes be approved. Motion carried.
b) Treasurer’s Report: A copy of the monthly treasurer’s report indicated a balance of $1,155.35
as of June 30, 2017. The available cash balance is $863.95. Yvonne made a motion to accept
the report and it was seconded by Byron. Motion carried.

c) Investments Report: The investment balance as of June 30, 2017 is $40,364.71.

d) Pastor’s Report: See included report.

e) Memorial Report: The memorial balance is reported to be $18,813.42 as of June 28, 2017.
There will be another deposit of $50 into the Memorial Fund from the Erdmann funeral and
then transferred to the general treasury to be used for general expenses as needed per the
family’s request.

f) Suggestion Box: There was a request to make a correction to the May 17" meeting minutes
about the match by Thrivent Financial for the youth group mission trip. It should be corrected
that it was a match from our church’s Thrivent Choice Dollars.

g) Committee Reports:
. Social Committee had nothing to report.
2. Worship Committee reported the upcoming schedule for August. The 6" will be a Hymn
Fest, the 13t will be the Praise Service, the 20" will be a normal worship service and the
27" will be a presentation by the Youth Group about the mission trip and communion.
The Council will look into getting a supply pastor when Pastor Koos is on vacation for
the future.
3. Evangelical Committee reported that the Baptism packets have been delivered for the
previous 2 baptisms.
4. Parish Education: All felt that the VBS Presentation during service was very nice and it
was nice to see what the kids did that week.
Youth Group reported that 15 youth and 5 adults went on the Pine Ridge Mission Trip.
They reported that they scrapped and painted houses, prepared meals and worked with
children on the reservation. And the end of the week, they took in a little sight-seeing.
6. Property reported that a quote of $950 was received for fixing the sprinklers. It was

decided to wait until next spring and decide. Brian is still looking at getting a quote for a
pergola for the parsonage. The garage siding is about half done. Will set up another time

to work more on it.

“n

II. Old Business

a) The Photo Directory was discussed since it has been over 5 years since the last one.
Yvonne made a motion that we work with Liz to develop a new book this fall for a



b)

separate one for Trinity Lutheran Church only and that any expenses will come from the
Memorial Fund. Lois seconded the motion and the motion carried.

The council looked at the results from the congregational survey. A total of 218 surveys
were mailed out with about 40 returned so far. We will table the discussion until we get

more back.

ITI. New Business

(a)

(c)

(d)

()

(0

(2

Pastor is looking at new devotionals. He brought samples for the council to review of
the new devotionals called “Christ in Our Home”. It was decided to try the new
devotionals for the next quarter and we will review it after that.

Two confirmation students will be attending camp with Pastor in the upcoming month,
The Social committee will look into having a congregational picnic this fall.

Pastor received a letter from Immanuel Vision Foundation. There is a grant available to
help churches in community outreach. After discussion, we would like to see a
committee be formed to look at different ideas for a project in the community to see if

the grant can help fund it.

Lois made a motion to release Courtney Broman and Tyler Krivan from membership
per their request. Yvonne seconded and the motion carried. Joel made a motion to
transfer membership for Kirk, Christa, Hannah, Carter and Sage Holtmeier to St. Paul
Lutheran Church per their request. Bryon seconded and motion carried.

Brian made a motion to allow Pastor Brad to lead the service for Chris Badman’s
funeral per the family’s wishes. Yvonne seconded and motion carried.

The Semi-Annual meeting will be held on Sunday, July 23,

There was a motion by Brian and a second by Cody to adjourn the meeting. The motion
carried. In conclusion of the meeting, the council recited the Lord’s Prayer.

Church Council Secretary, Amy Stokebrand



Bible Study Questions
Wednesdays, 8:30 a.m.
September 2017

09-06-17 Matthew 18:15-20

1. Reflect on the concept of “church discipline” using the following questions: Does the concept conjure
up in your mind loving and pleasant thoughts? Why or why not?

2. Have you ever witnessed the practice of church discipline in any church of which you have been a
part? If yes, explain how discipline was carried out. If no, give reasons why there may be a
failure in some churches to practice discipline. What is the purpose of church discipline?

3. In verse 15, Matthew writes, “If a brother sins against you.” What is sin? Can we be offended by a
brother without necessarily concluding that we have been sinned against? What is the
difference between sin and those other offenses?

. Does the thought of “sinning against you” include only those sins that have been directed at you
personally? Explain whether it is possible to reason that a Christian who steals from Target sins
against you?

5. What are some reasons why Christians are afraid to go and tell to other Christians how they have
sinned against them? Which one of these reasons applies to you? How can you overcome
these fears?

. Is our failure to “go and tell” to others how they have sinned against us a sin? How is it a sin against
God? Is this failure also a sin against “your brother” who sinned against you? How so?

7. What are some reasons why you should first go alone to your brother to confront him about his sin?
How would you feel and respond if someone brought a number of people along to confront you
about a sin you have committed against them?

8. Is it more loving, kind, gracious, or even more Christian to just forget it when someone sins against
you? Why or why not? Why did Jesus not say, “If your brother sins against you, just forgive him
and forget it?”

. In verse 17, the text teaches that if the sinner “refuses to listen to” the witnesses, who have
apparently agreed with the one bringing the charge, the third step in the disciplinary process is
to “tell it to the church.” What exactly should be told to the church? And who should do the
telling—the sinned against believer, the witnesses, or all of the above? Does it matter? Why or
why not?

10. What if the person in the process of being put under church discipline decides to leave the local

church and join himself with another church, do we have any responsibility to warn that other
church about the past situation? Why or why not?
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09-13-17 Matthew 18:21-35

1. What would you do to celebrate if all of your debts were canceled?

2. Why did the servant promise to pay back the debt knowing that both he and the king would know
that this would be impossible?

. What is the value of forgiveness? Is this why we sometimes withhold it?

. How can the realization of how much we have been forgiven by God help fuel our ability and
willingness to forgive someone?

. How does unforgiveness serve as a prison of sorts? What does holding on to a grudge do to a person?

. Forgiveness is hard enough, but can we truly forget?

. The king granted the first servant grace. Why?

. How is the king’s grace like God’s grace?

. Is there ever an occasion when we should not forgive?
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10. Do we forgive others so God will forgive us, or does God forgive us so that we will have a forgiving
attitude?

09-20-17 Matthew 20:1-16

. What is fair?
. What is the difference between fairness and judgment?

1
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3. Why do we sometimes feel cheated?

4. Is there a time in your life when it felt that God wasn’t being fair?

5. Does our reward change based on the level of the sin?

6. Does our reward change based on the level of our righteousness?

7. What happens to our thought process when we put a value on righteousness?

8. Why should | go the extra mile for someone if my reward is the same as someone who doesn’t do
much of anything? Why do good if God accepts us already?

9. Was this some kind of new teaching that Jesus was giving them?

10. How can you make God’s generosity a model for you own life?

09-27-17 Matthew 21:23-32
---NO BIBLE STUDY---



Treasurer's Report July 31, 2017

 Bank Balance as of 6/30/17 ] $1,155.35
T o heme Oumdw
Offering - $11,282.24 - B
o ‘Account(s) Transfers - $16,956.00
Other $237.41 i
Total Income 7777 - - 777 - - _$2_8,475j6§
- o - - i Exp_ens_éé___ o -6utstanﬂg;7rii
01-00 Pastor's Salary - . §3446.84 -
| 01-01 Treasurer's Salary _ $199.75
| 01-02 ;Secret_gry_Salaryﬁ ] i_ - $3W;l - -
01-03  Organist - - $225i(1 -
01-04  Custodial Salary - . $51062
0105 Payroll Taxes $1,671.21) $1671.21
01-06 :Pension Fund, H@sing @A— - o ] o $1,28§.1§: - .‘ - -
02-00 | Mileage - ~ $100.14 B
02-01 Health Insuranceﬁ-{ﬂ;f L $210.00 __ _ -
0202 Water Softener Reimbursement (R/O) B _ _'.‘1‘12_7_.00‘ ) |
02-03  Water Supplies (Culligan) L $13.24 ] -
04-00  Postage & Freight ;__ B $-1-19.05 -
0402 Ofﬁce_S_uppIies ) - —$62.45' - R -
04-03  Copies From Copy Machine | $349.92
04-04  Office Equipment . $15@1 - N ]
05-00 Vilage Utiliies Church 7 sy B
 05-01 Village Utilities Parsonage B $2857.§§7 -
05-02  Natural Gas Church - $54.09 N
05-03  Natural Gas Parsonage B o 7$32.21 - - -
06-01 'Begev. Trﬂsfef ' - - $917.000 -
06-02  ELCA Benevolence __ - $5,406.00- - -
06-02 'Special Benevol'engq - I $6,2_50.T o S
 06-04  Vanco E-giving Fees 77@5?.403 T o
| 08-00 jTelephone Church o - ¢16983 B -
- 08-01  Telephone Parsonage - B $3450 - - o
- 09-02  Confirmation i $200.00 B
09-06 Worship ] | §7234 $7234 |
| 11-00 |Church Maintenance - B $10559 T
1103 Lawn & Landscape __ N : $1,234.26' _____7?.69_“ 77
1105 Property Insurance - $3,149.00 - | - - |
Total Expenses T I - $26,975.20
Previous Months Checks that Cleared O ’ ) B ] ~ §21640
Available Cash as of 7/31/17 ] - 5243940
B "'Outstanding Checks - o 7 - - Wﬁm.ﬂ
jReconciIed to Balance on Bank Statement 7/31/17 | L $4,918.64
' Deposits Disbursements Account Balance
Other Accounts: - ] 1 -
"~ Benevolence (Savings Accouwnty $1027.00 $5406.00 575759
.Capital Improvemem;'und (Savings Account) - _%&] 5,0707[@ - $1 1.17?3.?8-




PASTOR SEAN KOOS
Church: 683-3225
Parsonage: 683-2425
Cell Phone: 402-806-6878
Email: pastorkoos@gmail.com
OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday- Friday 1pm-5pm & 8pm-12am

Saturday 1pm to 5pm

SECRETARY - JENN UHER
Church: 683-3225
Email: ticdewitt209@gmail.com
Cell: 402-245-8198

OFFICE HOURS
Monday & Wednesday 5pm-6:30pm

(Updated Hours will be posted on Office Door)

“ Fall New Member Class will be held on Sunday, |
| September 24, October 1 & October 8 at 4:00 pm.

Induction will be held during the service on Sunday,

October 15 with a reception prior to the Service. ‘

‘ Choir/Music Plans will be coming soon — Watch for details! J

Gen. Benev. | Property | E-Giving
Date Attend.
Offering | Offering | Offering | Offering
7123 65  |$3077.00 - - $100.00
7130 81 | $2310.00| $50.00 | $650.00
8/6 81 | $3500.25 $25.00 $100.00 |
813 89 $1266.00 | $25.00 $525.00
820 | 72 | $947.00 | $25.00 | $100.00

mecting

e Worship Committee will meet on Wednesday,
September 6th at 5:30 pm.

e WELCA board will meet Sunday, September 17th
rather than Sunday, September 3rd. WELCA
Elections will be held the first three Sundays in
September.

e Sunday, September 17th there will be a short
meeting following the Church service to discuss
the survey resulits.

e Church Council will meet on Wednesday,
September 20th at 8:00 pm.

e Confirmation Orientation will be held on
Wednesday, September 6 at 7:00 pm.

e Confirmation class will begin on Wednesday,
September 13 at 6:30 — 8:00 pm.

We would like to thank everyone who helped set up tables
and chairs for Roger Rahe's funeral. Also thank you to
those who helped serve and brought food. It was greatly
appreciated. - Service Group 8 (Arlyce & Connie)

OUTREACH VISITATION
All members of the Congregation will be asked to
remember the home bound and those in need of
visitation during your month assigned. Service List
Leaders and Circle Chairperson are responsible for
icontacting facilities to set up visitation dates and/or times
for playing bingo or other planned activities.

SEPTEMBER - SERVICE LIST #7

ELECTRONIC GIVING - Just as you rely upon recei;i_ng
income on a regular basis, Trinity Lutheran relies on your

regular contributions. Trinity Lutheran appreciates the efforts
of congregation members to make consistent donations !
throughout the year. To assist you, the church provides a \'

convenient electronic giving option for setting up regular

Fontributions. To donate, visit the church website at
;www.trinitylutherandewitt.com, locate the link to our online

biving page and follow the instructions.




Service Leaders For

SEPTEMBER

DATE SCRIPTURE | ACOLYTE GREETERS COMMUNION
READER SET UP
COMMUNION
ASSISTANT
Septomber 3% | Lo Viates | Kaningaker | 0% & CoE Serng
September 10t Barbara Nelson Gage Heller Dan & Connie Scherling/

Gordon & Linda Schuerman

September 17t

Karen
Wollenburg

Josh Muehling

Dan & Connie Scherling/
Gordon & Linda Schuerman

September 24t

(Communion)

Jane Stokebrand

Logan Brown

Dan & Connie Scherling/
Gordon & Linda Schuerman

Kathy Rahe &
Lois Zimmerman

HEAD USHER: Arlyn Parde

USHERS: Bruce Rahe, Matt Uher, Kynlee Uher, Krayten Uher, Delaney Uher

OUTREACH VISITATION: Service Group #7

CURRENT SERVICE GROUP: Service Group #1
Leonard/Shirley Saathoff & Larry/Lois Wattjes
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George Scherling is our Tried-and-True Treasure for

the next couple months (August-September).

We are still needing substitute teachers. If you would
like to volunteer, please contact Jana Muehling at
402-683-5220. Sunday School sign-up forms were in
the August newsletter and there are copies on the
counter in the Church entryway. Please complete your
form and return ASAP! Sunday School will start on

Sunday, September 10.

First Trinity Lutheran of rural Beatrice is sponsoring an
Orphan Grain Train Wisconsin Style Fish Feed on
Sunday, September 3, 2017 from 11:00 am — 1:00 pm
in their fellowship hall. There will be a Free Will
Offering with proceeds going to the Orphan Grain

Train for shipping and general operating expenses.

There will be a Farmers Market on Saturday,
September 9th & 23rd in DeWitt from 9am-12noon in
front of First State Bank. Vendors welcome. There will
be produce, crafts, and homemade goods. This is
hosted by the TC FFA and you may contact Dave
Barnard at 402-879-5584 for more information.

Sunday School Kickoff will be held on Sunday,
September 10th. The first graders will be receiving
their Bibles during the worship service. Following the
service there will be a potluck; the meat will be
provided and everyone is asked to bring a dish or two
to share. There will be a free will basket with proceeds

going to the Sunday school.

A wonderful opportunity for music lovers in the
congregation is currently available. Praise Choir
provides the music for the praise service once a
month. Many of you have been given the gift of
music, why not use it to praise the Lord? Why
not use your gift to enhance the service? Why
not use your gift for the glory of your Maker?
Why not come be a part of praise choir? Watch
the bulletin for practice times; come contribute
to the service and fill your spirit with joy that
comes from praising the Lord.

Always check the bulletin board and front windows for

additional upcoming events!

e It's been five years since the current directory was
published. During this time, there have been many
changes to our church family; it is time for a new
directory. Photos will be taken by Images Uniquely Yours
Photos by Liz, beginning September 15 with the hope of
having all photos taken by November. Each family will
receive one free 5 x 7 photo for having their photo taken.

Photos and directories will be available for purchase. An
appointment sheet will be available at church beginning
September 3. Morning, afternoon, and evening
appointments will be available. Please make your
appointment as soon as possible. The sooner the photos
are done, the sooner the completed directory will be
available.

e Trinity Lutheran offers many ways to get involved...You
can choose to Usher, Greet or Read Scriptures during
weekly services or usher at funerals. We are always
seeking members to help, so let Jenn or Pastor know if

you are interested.

e You may have noticed the NEW Pew & E-giving cards

located in the back of the pews. We encourage our
members and visitors to take a moment and look these
over. The TLC Pew Cards can be completed as needed
and given to an usher or put in the offering plate. For
those enrolled in E-giving, the Electronic giving cards may
be placed in the offering plate each Sunday.
School supplies are now at the best price of the year.
WELCA is gathering materials for Lutheran World
Relief School Kits. Items required for each kit are:
-FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper,

approximately 8” x 10 %2"; no loose leaf paper

-ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one
side and inches on the other

-ONE pencil sharpener

-ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded
steel blades work well)

-FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together
with a rubber band

-FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure
together with a rubber band

-ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons

You do not need to make a complete kit- feel free to bring
one or twa items. There will be a basket near the bulletin

boxes until September 15 for the school kit items.



This month we will conclude our study on Family
Time with studies 5 and 6. Once again these
studies are independent so if you've missed some
or all, don't worry and feel free to come. We are
always looking for fresh voices in the group.

September 6 — Study 5 “Worship Together”
Acts 2:42-47 — The fellowship of believers
Deuteronomy 31:1-13 — The children must hear

September 20 — Study 6 “Lasting Values”
Joshua 3:14-4:24 — Stones of memorial
2 Timothy 3:10-4:8 — Leaving a legacy

The Men's studies are from 6:30-7:00am the first
and third Wednesday’s of each month. Coffee and
snacks provided. On the 20th we will be selecting

our next topic.

Shalom Circle

Shalom circle met at "Warren's Table" in Beatrice to
serve 39 meals We had 8 members in attendance
and served a meal of potato and ham casserole,
corn, watermelon, rolls and butter and two kinds of
cup-cakes. The group always enjoys the meals and
the circle enjoys serving them. Our next meeting will
be September 18 with Connie leading the HYMN
STUDY and serving as our hostess. There were no
minutes or offering taken at the August meeting.

Sec/Treas. - Shirlie Wollenburg

Hope Curcle

Hope Circle met at Shirley's home on Monday
afternoon, August 14, 2017, with 6 members
present. For lunch we had potluck. Shirley opened
the meeting by reading an article titled "An Email
from God". Jean gave a Treasurer Report. Analee
reported on the last WELCA Board Meeting. She
stated that Gordon and Linda Schuerman bought a
grill for church use. She said the Farmer's Market
took in $660 this year. Shirley stated she has been
checking out the supplies that have been donated for
Lutheran World Relief. She has talked with Janice
Buhr recently, who said she plans to provide our
church with some quilt materials again this year, so
we may be able to tie more quilts again this fall.
Shirley is planning to have a work day sometime in
September. She would like our circle to provide all
the items we can for the school kits soon, as they
are available now at low prices. As there was no
other business, the meeting was closed. Analee led
the Bible study from the Gather magazine titled
"Ready or Not", based on passages from Romans
and Matthew. We closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Our next meeting will be held at church on
September 11, 2017. Sharon will lead the Bible
study and Analee will be hostess.

Jean Placek - Sec./Treas.

WELCA

WELCA Elections will be held the
first 3 Sundays in September.

Please pick up dishes that are left in the kitchen.
They will be discarded if not picked up. Thanks!



KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS...

SERVICEMEN

SSG - Brock Johnson
4305 N. 601
Lincoln, NE 68507

Darin Bartlett
PSC2 Box 10723
APO, AE 09012

Bartlett Riley@yahoo.com
(Mary Garrison’s Son)

Matt and Meighen Friesen
2767 Daniel Avenue
San Diego, CA 92111

Please continue to keep these members in your prayers:

Jan Dunn & the Joel & Becky Kaelin Family

Richard Wollenburg
Heritage Crossings
501 N 13% St,
Geneva, NE 68361

Anna Wollenburg
Wilber Care Center
611 N. Main
Wilber, NE 68465

George Scherling
Wilber Care Center
611 N Main
Wilber, NE 68465

Eileen Damkroger
RR2 Box 43
DeWitt, NE 68341

Herb Rehm
Wilber Care Center
611 N Main
Wilber, NE 68465



SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS SEPTEMBER 10!

Please return this form to the TLC Church Office or to Jana Muehling ASAP.

Thanks!

Name of Student:

Growing
in Faith
@ \Together

H JOINUS FOR
1 | sunpay scxoocn

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017-2018
Registration Form

Grade (17/18 school year).

Date of Birth:

Parent Names:

Address:

Phone/Cell Phone:

Email:

Additional Students:

Name:

Grade:

Date of Birth:

Any Allergies (Name/Explanation):




