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December 2018
Greetings from your pastor and partner in ministry!!

We’re entering, yet again, into the anticipatory season of Advent. In just a few weeks, Christ
will come into the hearts of those willing to open them. I'm always saddened by the
misunderstandings and wrong expectations of this season. It's no wonder so many people enter
the season with false hope and leave it disappointed. The “reason for the season,” as the saying
goes, is Christ. We celebrate the coming of Christ into our hearts and the hearts of those who
have yet to know his love. Christ is coming, ready or not! To help us prepare for his inevitable
return, we can be committed to doing 8 things this month: praying, reading/studying scripture,
repenting, growing in faith, believing that God is at work, keeping an eternal perspective,
sharing our faith, and getting our priorities straight.

Our Scripture readings will encourage and motivate us to do these things. We're shifting back
to the familiar 4-reading structure (1%t reading, Psalm, 2"¢ reading, Gospel) of the Revised
Common Lectionary to keep us better connected with the wider church in this Holy season. The
Gospel writer, Luke, will guide us through our worship services up until Christmas Day. You'll
notice that I'll be gone the last Sunday and you’re all invited to come and sing Christmas
favorites at our Hymn Fest that week.

This is also the last month in which the current council members will meet. Again, it was an
honor to serve with our elected officers for this year and | look forward to serving with the
council of the new year. Thank you!

Christ is coming and what a wonderful gift he is. | pray he comes to you and replenishes you for

our exciting ministry in the year ahead.
Christmas blessings,

Pastor Koos



Pastor’s Report
November 2018

It was a good month of ministry in spite of a deer foolishly jumping in front of my truck and
totaling it! | guess God wanted me back in a car after 4.5 years of driving a truck. | am thankful
that my kids and | were unharmed. God knew what we needed to be driving that day...

Otherwise, our shared ministry was fruitful. | made 3 visits, led 4 worship services including our
annual Reformation service at Soap Creek, participated in 1 committee meeting, 1 men’s bible
study, and 3 pastor text studies, led 3 bible studies, and taught 4 confirmation classes. | made a
visit to the site of our 2019 Middle School Gathering in Kearney along with other members of
the synod'’s planning team. | was blessed to marry two couples (Oliver/Rahe and
Remmers/Hoesche). | attended the synod’s fall theological conference in Lincoln, always a good
time to reconnect with colleagues and rest in some theological education. Brian and | took the
confirmation kids to the Mosaic Homes in Beatrice for a Halloween party and | think the kids
had a great time visiting with the residents and kids from other local confirmation programs.
Finally, I helped out the cluster by driving a U-Haul full of donations for Lutheran World Relief
up to Omabha. All in all, a full three weeks of ministry.

Blessings,

Pastor Koos



Trinity Lutheran Church Minutes
October 17, 2018

I. Call to order
Chairperson Brian Scherling called to order the regular meeting of the Trinity Lutheran Church Council on
October 17, 2018. Pastor Koos led the group in devotions. Members in attendance were Pastor Koos, Brian
Scherling, Mike Holtmeier, Nate Morrissey, Steve Garrison, Deb Schwan and Amy Stokebrand

Reports

a) Secretary’s Report: A copy of the previous minutes was reviewed. Mike made a motion and it
was seconded by Nate that the minutes be approved with a correction. Motion carried.

b) Treasurer’s Report: A copy of the monthly treasurer’s report indicated a balance of $5,291.30
as of September 30, 2018 with available cash of $5,291.30. Steve made a motion to accept the
report and it was seconded by Mike. Motion carried.

c) Investments Report: The investment balance as of September 28, 2018 was $54,665.05.

d) Pastor’s Report: See included report. The SCC Campus Ministry Fundraiser will be held at St.
John’s Church in Beatrice. The Reformation Joint Service will be October 28" at 10:30 at Soap
Creek. Offering will be going to the Adult & Teen Challenge in Beatrice. Birthday and
Anniversary greetings will be sent out to all members. The council decided not to allow the
Sunday School students to wear pajamas to church. Pastor will be on vacation November 25
and December 30. We will look at getting a supply Pastor for November 25", All Saints day
will be Sunday, November 4", Pastor will send out notices to all the families.

e) Memorial Report: There was no report.

f)  Suggestion Box: The council received a note that the outlets in the meeting room trips the
breakers so we were asked for it to be looked at when someone comes to look at the Bell
Tower. It was suggested that we look at a lift to make it up to the choir loft to make it easier for
members to sing or worship up there. A suggestion was made to move the Sunday School
classes during the church services to get more people to attend services. Nate will take this idea
to the Parish Ed to see if there is any interest. [t was suggested that confirmation be moved to
the Sunday after Halloween so kids can trick or treat.

g) Committee Reports
1. Social Committee reported that there are still a few items left from the Silent Auction if
anyone wants them.
Worship Committee had no concemns for the Council.
Evangelical Committee had nothing to report
Parish Education/VBS had nothing to report.

Youth Group reported that Pie Sales will begin November 1% and go thru the 15™. Also
reported about the planned activities for the year.

6. Confirmation Committee reported that everything seems to be on track and will continue
to monitor the Mentor program throughout the year.

7. Property committee wanted to also thank Brian Schmidt for his help with the
landscape/drainage project. It was reported that squirrels have been getting into the
church thru the roof and then out into the Care-a-lot room. Three squirrels have been
caught so far in live traps. The hole has been repaired temporarily but will need to be
worked on. We are waiting for Tim Garrison with Plymouth Electric to come out about
the Bell Tower. A new vacuum cleaner has been bought and seems to be working well.
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II. Old Business



a) The quote came in for the Wifi update but we will wait on this project.

b) Suzie Miller has volunteered to be a part of the Altar committee to change out the
linens and banners.

c) We will wait to make our Benevolence payment at the end of the year.

d) The Baptismal Plaques have been updated and will be the responsibility of the Parish
Ed committee from now on.

III. New Business
a) The Executive Committee will meet to discuss the Pastor’s six month review.

b) It was discussed to do a signup sheet for next year for the Usher/Greeter lists so that
people may sign up for the months that work better for them.

There was a motion by Nate and a second by Mike to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried. The next
meeting will be November 14th at 8:00pm. In conclusion of the meeting, the council recited the Lord’s

Prayer.

Church Council Secretary, Amy Stokebrand



Bible Study Questions
Wednesdays, 8:30 a.m.
December 2018

12-05-18 Luke 21:25-36

. What does “... know that the Kingdom of God has come near,” mean to you?

. What comes to mind when you hear, “...stand before the Son of man?”

. What are the “leaves” that signal the nearness of the Kingdom?

. Why is it important for us to be aware of the signs of the coming Kingdom?

. What are the pitfalls we face when we fail to have an eternal perspective on life?

. How are you prone to be preoccupied with life and circumstances that marginalize Christ?

. What does it mean for us as a church family to be watchful?

. In what ways do we live as a church family that is prepared for the return of our King Jesus? Where do
we need to get things ready that have been left in disarray?

9. How daes this message challenge us to love one another and love our neighbors?

10. What application should be made to those who claim the previous verses predict Jesus’ final return?
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12-12-18 Luke 3:1-6

1. Have you ever considered that while we are preparing for Jesus, Jesus is actually preparing us for his
arrival? What is it that Jesus is doing to prepare you?

2. What in your life has been ‘worth the wait?’ Did you know it was worth the wait at the time? Or did
you only recognize the value of waiting in hindsight?

3. Is waiting for Jesus like the waiting that only become clear of its meaning in hindsight? Or can we
recognize the value of our waiting even today?

4. Why do you think God chose someone like John to be Jesus' forerunner?

5. How can we be sure that all our personal differences are part of God's plan and purpose? Can't some
be patterns of sinful reactions to past events?

6. John was raised in the desert. What kinds of circumstances has God used as a training ground for your
preparation?

7. How dependent are you upon what others think and say about you? How can you change this without
becoming callous?

8. What would you say to a person suffering from chronic guilt over past sins? How can guilt be healthy?
How can guilt be unhealthy?

9. Why is humbling (such as repentance and baptism in John's day) necessary to form disciples of Jesus?
10. What kind of cutting, filling, straightening, and smoothing work has God been doing in your life?
What does he still need to do? Why is this necessary preparation for disciples?



12-19-18 Luke 1:39-55

1. Has there ever been a time in your life that you have felt, “...filled with the Holy Spirit?” What did that
feel like?

2. How do we magnify the Lord?

3. “His mercy is for those who fear Him...” How would you unpack this statement to someone new to
the faith?

4. Verses 51-53 are a little frightening in some respects. How do these verses reflect on our world
today?

5. Describe the setting of Luke 1:39-56 and what you think this experience meant to both women.

6. What is the significance of each statement in Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary (vv. 42-45)? How did Mary
respond to her greeting?

7. What reason did Mary give for her joy in Luke 1:487?

8. Why did God choose to bless Mary? Why would God choose to bless you and me?

9. How does reflecting on God's attributes affect the way you worship? (vs. 49-50)

10. How has God caused you to wait upon Him? What lessons have you learned in God’s waiting room?

12-26-18
NO BIBLE STUDY
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0501 Village Utiities Parsonage B $24041 e
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06-01  Benev, Transfer $600.00 _ 7
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08-00  Telephone Church o 7 $172.27 1 .
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‘ Worship Committee will meet on Wednesday, December 5 at 5:30 pm
: WELCA board will meet Sunday, December 9 following the service

MeE. 2 Hope Circle will meet Monday, December 10 at Clark Jeary in Lincoln

l I
: Church Council will meet on Wednesday, December 19 at 7:00 pm

Shalom Circle will meet on Monday, December 10 at 6:00 pm at Pat Wollenburg’s

/ Janice Buhr is our Tried-and-True Treasure for November - December. Please feel
y ul free to write on her poster located by the bulletin board.

All members of the Congregation will be asked to remember the home bound and those in
need of visitation during your month assigned. Service List Leaders and Circle Chairperson

2 /.3"5"% are responsible for contacting facilities to set up visitation dates and/or times for playing
M/ bingo or other planned activities. DECEMBER - Service Group #1

Just as you rely upon receiving income on a regular basis, Trinity Lutheran relies on your
regular contributions. Trinity Lutheran appreciates the efforts of congregation members to
make consistent donations throughout the year. To assist you, the church provides a
convenient electronic giving option for setting up regular contributions. To donate, visit the
church website at www.trinitylutherandewitt.com, locate the link to our online giving page
and follow the instructions.

General Benevolence | Prope E-givin
Date Attendance Offering Offering Offgri;tg Of?ering
10/28 Joint Service (Reformation) at SoapCreek $460.00
11/4 116 $1691.00 $25.00 $5.00 $410.00
11/11 73 $3070.00 $50.00 - $676.25
11/18 91 $1150.00 $35.00 - $564.00
PASTOR SEAN KOOS SECRETARY - JENN UHER
Church: 683-3225 Parsonage: 683-2425 Church: 683-3225
Cell Phone: 402-806-6878 Email: ticdewitt209@gmail.com
Email: pastorkoos@gmail.com Cell: 402-245-8198
OFFICE HOURS OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday- Friday 1pm-5pm & 8pm-12am Monday & Wednesday 5pm-6:30pm

Saturday 1pm to S5pm (Updated Hours will be posted on Office Door)



Service Leaders For

DECEMBER

COMMUNION
SCRIPTURE SET UP
DATE READERS ACOLYTE GREETERS COMMUNION
ASSISTANT
Verdell & Priscilla Koch/
December 2 Jane Stokebrand McCoy Wollenburg Leonard & Shirley Saathoff
Verdell & Priscilla Koch/
December 9 Kynlee Uher Evelyn Baker Leonard & Shirley Saathoff
Verdell & Priscilla Koch/
December 16 Arlyn Parde Colton Placek Leonard & Shirley Saathoff
: Verdell & Priscilla Koch/ Chris Roesler/
December 23 Krayten Lier Payton Smidt Leonard & Shirley Saathoff | Sonja Workman
. . . Verdell & Priscilla Koch/
December 24 Liz Poessnecker McKenzie Smith Leonard & Shirley Saathoff
i Sonja
December 25 Mike Holtmeier Karli Scherling vermell & Pr'.SC'”a S Workman/
Leonard & Shirley Saathoff g
Becky Kaelin
: Verdell & Priscilla Koch/
December 30 Zach Kuhn Elsie Woerner Leonard & Shirley Saathoff

HEAD USHER: Mike Holtmeier

USHERS: Craig Wollenburg, Brian Smidt, Larry Pieper, Rick Mangus, Josh McDougall
OUTREACH VISITATION: Service Group 1

CURRENT SERVICE GROUP: Service Group #2 (Arlyce Albert/Dan & Connie Scherling)

Zor unto you is born this
* in the cily of Duvid & Savior,
w‘ae‘ “ C)‘auf“e [Mdf

Luke 2:17
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Advent is the beginning of the new church year. Itis a four-week preparation for the celebration
of Christmas. The paramounts are blue which is the color of the sky. This reminds us that Jesus
who came in the flesh will return on the last day from the sky to which he ascended. The crown
on the altar hanging reminds us that Jesus is our King. The word, "Emmanuel” means God with
Us. The banner also has a blue background and a representation of the four candles which
represent the four weeks of Advent. The Advent Wreath's circle represents the all the years
people waited for the Messiah. The four candles remind of us the four weeks in Advent. Each
Sunday one more it lit to remind us that the time is coming closer for the celebration of
Christmas. The pink candle represents the hope for the coming of Jesus. The color of the
hangings and banner for the Christmas season which begins on Christmas Eve and ends of the
Sunday after January 6 which is Epiphany is white. White represents innocence and

holiness. The banner represents the birth of Christ with both the manger and the star which
appeared to lead the wise men.

Please keep Don Schmidt, Mary Garrison, Randy Garrison, Marge Badman, Jim Burger (Donna Garrison’s
Father), Ervin Beerenstrauch, and Denise Michel in your prayers.

We want to thank Chris Roesler for beautifully decorating the sanctuary for fall!

The Sign-Up Sheet for Poinsettias is on the counter in the entryway. Pay $10 to WELCA or Treasurer
Linda Schuerman.

The 2019 Usher/Greeter Sign-Up sheets are on the counter in the entryway. Please consider
volunteering for these positions.

Loose offering on Sunday, December 2 and Sunday, December 9 will go towards items for the
Christmas Sacks.

Donations for Pastor Koos’ Christmas gift will be collected at First State Bank in DeWitt or by putting in
the collection plate labeled Pastor’s Gift. Please have your donations in by Friday, December 21.

Thanks to all who helped support our Youth Group through the Pie Fundraiser. We sold over 80 pies!

During Advent this year we will be doing Advent Surprises instead of the display of Christmas
items on the first Sunday of Advent. These will be a little like opening an Advent Calendar. Some will be
before church, some during church, and some after church. Watch the bulletin each Sunday, it will tell you
when the surprise will be the next Sunday. On December 2, the surprise will be after church.

Please take a minute and add your Wedding Anniversary to our signup sheet on the entryway counter
so that we can update our records. Thanks!

The TLC Youth Group will be going to the People’s City Mission on Sunday, December 9.

Service Groups 7 & 1 will be serving the Soup Supper after the Children’s Program on December 16. The
program begins at 5:30 pm and will be followed by the Soup meal in the fellowship hall.



There will be practice during Sunday School on Sunday, December 9" for the Christmas Program. We
would like to THANK Galen & Bev Plihal for letting us use their animals for the live Christmas Scene for the
program. — Josi Remmers

Christmas Eve Service will be at 6:00 pm and Christmas Day (Communion) Service will be at 10:00 am.

I would like to thank everyone who helped pack and load our Lutheran World Relief items last Sunday. A
big Thank You to our Care-A-Lot kids who tied 3 blankets on Sunday. We were able to pack and send them
with the rest of the items. We had 81 school kits, 2 sewing kits, 21 baby kits, 63 personal care kits, and 36
blankets. Thanks again for your help with these projects. — Connie

Let us all be thankful for all that we have by bringing items for the Food Pantry Cart in the
entryway. Items are taken to DeWitt's Food Pantry and what they can't use is taken to St. John’s Food
Pantry in Beatrice.

Please check the Sunday School Bulletin Board weekly. We will have important dates on there as well as a
donation wish list throughout the year. Thanks!

UPCOMING EVENTS -
Sunday, November 25 — Homestead Harmonizers presents “The Reason for the Season” at 2:30 pm at

the Hevelone Center, Beatrice High School.
Saturday, December 8 - Santa at DeWitt Legion from 9-11 am.

Consider using our Electronic Giving and scheduling a recurring contribution to avoid writing checks and
preparing envelopes each week! Go to www.trinitylutherandewitt.com, and click the green OFFERING button
and follow the instructions.

If you cant make it to the Bible Study, check out the questions on our Facebook page ...

\www.facebook.com/ticdewittne/



Hope Ciurcle

Hope Circle met at Kathy’s home on November 12, 2018, with 5 members present. Kathy was hostess. Shirley
opened the meeting by reading an article from The Lutheran Digest. Jean gave a Treasurer Report. Shirley
reported on the WELCA Board meeting held yesterday morning. They are trying to get the young people in our
church involved with our LWR projects, etc. They feel the young people are happy and willing to help. Our church
will be collecting food items, etc. for the pantry at St. John’s Lutheran in Beatrice during November and December.
Since the weather is so unpredictable in January and February, we are going to see if we could possibly attend the
Shalom Circle those two months. Both circles are now using the Gather magazine for their Bible studies. Kathy
made a motion and Analee seconded it that we give $125 to the St. John’s pantry as part of our donation this year.
We will also send $30 to our special friend, Betty Sharon. As there was no other business, the meeting was closed.
Shirley led our Bible study entitled “Turn, Turn, Turn: A time of faithful repentance,” which explored our relationship
as a church to the world. We plan to have our Christmas gathering in Lincoln at Clark Jeary, where Beryl and Erwin
now reside. Our spouses will be invited, and we should tell Shirley soon if we plan to attend so she can get back to
Clark Jeary with the number. If our spouse is going to go, we should also take a small gift for him. We will reveal
our prayer friends at our gathering. This will be held on December 10%.  Jean Placek, Sec./Treas.

Luwthreron Men un Mission

Lutheran Men in Mission — December

The last month of the year also brings a close to our study on Spiritual Basics: Becoming a Christian. In December
we finish out the series with two studies on “What should I do now?” and “What does it cost?”. First and Third
Wednesday mornings of each month from 6:30-7am with coffee provided. December 5 — What Should I Do Now?:
Zacchaeus’ new life Luke 19:1-20 and Faith and Action Acts 2:42-47. December 19 — What Does it Cost?: Take up
your cross Matthew 16:13-28 and Pressing on toward the goal Philippians 3:12-4:1. Our meetings run on the 1% and
3@ Wednesday from 6:30-7am. All are welcome.

Shalowm Circle

Shalom Circle met on November 19 with 8 members present. A short meeting was held after the reading of the
October minutes. Pat Wollenburg will be our Circle President for the coming year. A Signup sheet was passed
around for those who did not sign up for Bible Study leaders and hostess for the coming year. A sheet was also
passed around to sign for food we are to bring at our annual Christmas Party to be held at the home of Pat
Wollenburg on December 10th at 6:00 p.m. We will then also reveal our Prayer Partners. Liz also mentioned that
Advent will be "ADVENT SURPRISES". We discussed and voted on our project for the year. Among other projects
we are to send our special friend Melvin a Christmas card and $1.00. We will begin our new Bible Study Lessons in
January from the "GATHER" Magazine. Linda K. led our Bible Study on "Time For Faithful Repentance" and also
served as our hostess. Our next meeting will be at Pat's home on December 10 at 6:00 pm. Some Prayer Concerns
were given, and our offering was taken. Meeting Adjourned.  Secretary/Treasurer - Shirlie Wollenburg

WELCA

Advent Surprises will replace the traditional event.

Service Groups 7 and 1 will serve the Christmas Program supper. Service Group 2 will serve the next event.
LWR boxes were delivered to the U-Haul at St. John's in Beatrice.

There will be a signup sheet for poinsettias. The cost will be $10 each.

Next WELCA board meeting will be December 9, 2018.



KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS...

SERVICEMEN

SSG — Brock Johnson
4305 N. 60t
Lincoln, NE 68507

Darin Bartlett
FSC 1501 Box 1205
APO AE 09704
(He's Stationed in Greenland)

Bartlett Riley@yahoo.com
(Mary Garrison’s Son)

Matt and Meighen Friesen
CMR 480 Box 487

APO, AE 09128
(In Navy in Stuttgart, Germany)

Please continue to keep these members in your prayers:

Janice Buhr
Villa at Flowing Springs
2211 Sunset Dr, 3225
Beatrice, NE 68310

Ervin & Beryl Beerenstrauch
Clark Jeary
8401 S. 33 Street, Apt. 320
Lincoln, NE 68516

Eileen Damkroger
103 N Juniper
DeWitt, NE 68341

Herb Rehm
Wilber Care Center
611 N Main
Wilber, NE 68465

Anna Wollenburg
Wilber Care Center
611 N. Main
Wilber, NE 68465

Richard Wollenburg
Heritage Crossings
501 N 13t St.
Geneva, NE 68361



